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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Springfield/Eugene Habitat 

for Humanity is a Christian- 

based ecumenical ministry 

building simple, decent, af-

fordable houses in partner-

ship with people in need. 
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On Saturday, March 14th Windermere Real Estate/

Lane County is sponsoring the Fifth Annual Satin 

Love Orchestra Concert and Dance at the McDon-

ald Theater to support the work of Springfield/

Eugene Habitat for Humanity.  Their fantastic 

support for Habitat has generated over $37,000 to 

provide safe, decent, and affordable housing for 

low-income families in our community. 
 

The doors to the McDonald Theater, 1010 Wil-

lamette Street in Eugene, open at 7 p.m. with a pre

-concert cocktail hour followed by Satin Love 

Orchestra performing from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.  

Tickets can be purchased in advance for $15 each, 

or $17 at the door on the evening of the event.   

Tickets will be available soon through Habitat‘s 

office at 541/741-1707; Windermere offices in 

Eugene at 541/484-2022, or TicketsWest at http://

ticketswest.rdln.com/ or the Hult Center office.  

Contact Windermere offices in 

Eugene and Springfield for 

more information or be in 

touch with us at Habitat. 

Satin Love Orchestra plays 70s and 80s music 

with great energy, enthusiasm, and professional-

ism. Their exciting sound and stage presence has 

produced a dedicated local following and expand-

ing reputation for great music.  Their performance 

can be enjoyed by all ages. 
 

Don‘t miss this chance to have a great evening out 

and make a difference that lasts a lifetime by help-

ing families in need of basic, affordable housing 

in our community  

Windermere Sponsors 5th Annual Satin Love 
Orchestra Concert Benefitting Habitat 

 

Greetings to all of S/E Habitat 

for Humanity‘s supporters and 

volunteers.  I had the great for-

tune in November 2008 to par-

ticipate in Habitat Interna-

tional‘s Global Village project, 

accompanying 14 other Habitat 

volunteers to Nepal to help build 

two homes in the Ilam tea dis-

trict in the Eastern part of that 

incredible country. 
 

Habitat Nepal has undergone 

some amazing 

transformations in 

the past couple of 

years.  Habitat In-

ternational has 

taken that country 

under its wing and 

is operating their 

affiliate as an ex-

tension of Habitat 

International, not as 

a separate affiliate.  

This has allowed 

them to grow from 

building 50-60 homes each year 

to building over 2,100 in 2008. 
 

Nepal is a country of approxi-

mately 26 million people with a 

geographic area about the size of 

Washington, Oregon and Cali-

fornia combined.  It is, of 

course, best known as the gate-

way to the Himalaya mountain 

range, and is a mecca for hikers 

and mountaineers the world 

over.  We met people from all 

six inhabited continents in the 

month I was there. 
 

Nepal is also the third poorest 

country in the world, with a very 

restrictive caste society. This 

society is undergoing a transfor-

mation as the Monarchy reign 

ended in 2008 and has been re-

placed by a constitutional repre-

sentative government, currently  

led by the  

NNAMASTEAMASTE    

              FROMFROM  NNEPALEPAL!!  
                         — by Rick Medlen   

...continued on page 3  
HFH volunteers building red brick house in Nepal 

http://ticketswest.rdln.com/
http://ticketswest.rdln.com/


 

 

 

 

We are deeply grateful to the many 

volunteers who helped wrap gifts for 

shoppers at Gateway Mall during the 

holiday season.  Their dedication and 

energy helped us raise over $2,300 for 

Habitat during the two weeks before 

Christmas. 
 

Gateway Mall partners with our affili-

ate as part of 

the national 

partnership 

between General Growth Properties, the 

mall owners, and Habitat for Humanity 

International.  Gateway Mall provides 

the space and booth, facilitates dona-

tions of boxes from mall stores, pro-

vides in-mall advertising, security, and 

other support for the event.  To ensure 

that all funds raised in the gift wrapping 

provide support for our local building 

efforts, GGP also adds an amount equal 

to 10% of the gross receipts (a tithe in 

Habitat lingo) to aid Habitat‘s building 

programs around the globe. 
 

We hope all our volunteers feel extra 

warmth in their hearts knowing their 

gift of time to Habitat is helping bring 

decent, affordable homes to people in 

need within our community and, 

through GGP‘s tithe, around the world.  

It was, indeed, a blessed holiday.  

 Happy New Year! 
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As you read this, your Board is 

already off and running to make 

2009 the best year in S/E Habitat‘s history! We 

welcome 5 new Board members to our family - 

Dennis Johnson, Donna Koechig, Lisa DeHaas, 

Patsy Hand and Shelley Turner will add to our 

incredibly diverse and community-minded 

Board to give us the momentum we‘ll need to 

accomplish our goals for 2009. Sonia Wildish, 

Dan LaCoste and Kathy Pyfer were also re-

elected to a second three-year term. 
 

As we welcome the New Year and the new 

Board, we say goodbye with sadness to a couple 

of very influential and long-time Board mem-

bers – Dennis Arendt and Jim Callaway. Jim has 

actually served 3 terms on the Board, helping 

our affiliate grow and become what it is today; 

Dennis was Board President from 2004-2005, 

and has served as Board Secretary since then. 

Their experience and commitment to Habitat 

will be greatly missed; however, both will con-

tinue to be active in various committees and 

projects. Thank you, gentlemen, for your years 

of Board service. 

 

We held our annual meeting in Novem-

ber, and I will continue to serve as Board 

President for 2009. Dan LaCoste will be 

your new Vice President, Mary Jo Temple-

man will serve as Secretary, and Bonnie  

Williams will begin her tenure as Board Treas-

urer. Please feel free to contact any of us with any 

issue or concern you may have, along with any-

thing good going on out there! We are always 

available to our volunteers, staff and supporters of 

the cause and value all feedback and communica-

tion to help our affiliate grow and improve. 
 

Keep your ears open and look to your mailbox as 

we launch a couple of initiatives this year. Our 

goal by the end of 2009 is to have a Restore pro-

ject funded and construction begun. We will defi-

nitely need the full support and commitment of all 

people in our community who value our mission 

to accomplish this goal, and I am confident that 

with our area‘s growing atten-  

tion to recycling and reuse,  

Our ReStore will be a huge  

success! 
 

     Let‘s get to work 

 

       Rick Medlen, President 

          Board of Directors 

 

Administration 
 

Executive Director:  
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VISTA: ReStore Dev Coord

 Penny Parks 
   

Newsletter Editor: 

  Carol Errazki 
 

Office hours:  

Mon-Fri 9:00-4:00 
 

Office located at corner  

of  12th and G Streets,  

Springfield, OR 97477  
 

Telephone:  

(541)-741-1707 

Fax: (541)-741-6743 
 

Mailing Address:  

PO Box 488 

Springfield, OR  97477 
 

Email:  

information@sehabitat.org 
 

Web Site: 

www.sehabitat.org 

News from the Board President 
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GATEWAY MALL GIFT  

WRAPPING A GREAT SUCCESS! 

Meyer Estates Update 
 

Thanks to our tremendous house sponsors – First Congregational 

Church in Eugene, St. Thomas More, UPS, the City of Springfield – 

and tons of volunteers from other churches, businesses, and individ-

ual volunteers, each workday brings great progress on the Holman 

and Finnegan homes in Meyer Estates.   

 

The board of directors added their touch to the exciting progress 

through their board build day held on October 30th  (see photo at 

right).  They expect to have a board build day on each new Habitat 

home. 

 

We expect the homes to be completed in February, with dedication 

dates yet to be set.  Call to catch a glimpse of the work being done at 

the building site at 49th and A Streets in Springfield. 



 

 
HABITATIONS WINTER 2009 HABITATIONS  

As we commence 

Springfield/Eugene 

Habitat‘s nineteenth 

year 

 of service, may we all 

reflect on the blessings 

brought about by our 

work together. All it takes for me to re-

commit myself to our mission is to see 

the joy in the eyes of a Habitat home-

owner or hear a child excitedly telling a 

friend about her room.   
 

We‘ve filled these pages with ―something 

for everyone.‖  Revel in the story of 

board president Rick Medlen‘s Habitat 

Global Village journey to Nepal. Get in-

spired to help send faith communities 

committee chair Sherree Colindres on a 

Global Village trip to In-

dia this spring. Get 

pumped up about our goal to start a Re-

Store. Share in the joy of receiving a 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Thrivent 

Builds Homes grant to build house num-

ber 3 in Meyer Estates starting this 

spring. Start your toes tapping and your 

hips moving to the tunes of Satin Love 

Orchestra in anticipation of the fifth an-

nual benefit concert and dance sponsored 

by Windermere.  Visit our booth at 

Lowe‘s during their grand opening Habi-

tat Day on February 12th.   
 

As our nation focuses on righting the 

economy, we ask that you consider shar-

ing as you are able to continue the work 

or Habitat.  
 

A gift of $25 helps buy 2x6 studs 

for the  

 house, $100 can help buy a roof 

truss, , or $5,000 can help buy cabi-

nets and flooring. 

The pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, 

and dollar bills in our coin canister at 

the mall have totaled nearly a $1,000 

dollars since being installed last 

March.  It‘s a great spin for some 

loose change. 

And let‘s never forget the great gift of 

your time serving on a committee, 

helping get the newsletter out, or 

working on a Habitat house. 
 

    May your new  

    year be bright   

    and merry.  
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Maoist Communist party. They are 

struggling with the transformation, 

and it is the poorest of the poor that suffer the worst.   
 

That‘s where Habitat Nepal steps in, participating with several other NGO‘s to 

fund and build in all areas of the country, resulting in the huge increase in con-

struction noted above. 
 

Our team of 15 was led by a local Springfield couple, Bob and Leslie Bell, and 

if you ever decide to participate in such an incredible undertaking, I would 

highly recommend accompanying one of their teams. Having been a part of the 

Global Village project from its inception, and actually having worked for Habi-

tat International initiating and building the Global Village program in Southeast 

Asia, a more qualified and knowledgeable pair of team leaders would be hard 

to find. In fact, they are putting together a trip to Papua/New Guinea in 2009 

that I will do my best to participate in! 
 

A month sped by quickly, and I have made 14 new life-long friends, learned 

how to mix mortar and lay brick using only the most rudimentary tools, wove 

bamboo into walls that were then plastered, and ate more Daal Bat than I would 

ever recommend to an American palette.  If you would like to see more photos 

of the trip, please drop me an email at oregonnewfs@gmail.com and I‘ll send 

you a link. Of course the most memorable part of the trip was meeting and 

working with the Nepalese, the happiest people I have ever met. You would be 

hard pressed to find someone in Nepal, even a beggar on the street that would 

not return your smile, nor stop and try to talk to you about your trip and how 

you like their country. It is a 

truly beautiful place because of 

the Nepalese people. 
 

To participate in a Global Vil-

lage project yourself, please 

visit www.hfhi.org/gv for much 

more information, costs associ-

ated, and teams scheduled for 

the next year.  Our own volun-

teer, Sherree Colindres is par-

ticipating in a project in India 

this March (see article in this 

newsletter). 

Namaste from Nepal! continued 

Volunteer team in Nepal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER  

    SPOTLIGHT 

Upcoming volunteer opportunities: 
 

Volunteers are desperately needed for the 

events listed below. If you have a couple of 

hours to help out, please call Kate Close or 

Carol Errazki at the SEHFH office and they 

will get you signed up. 
 

January 23, 24, 25   

Good Earth Home, Garden and Living 

Show, Lane County Fairgrounds. Volun-

teers are needed to man SEHFH‘s booth; 

we have 2-hour time slots available and you 

can sign up for as many as you‘d like. 
 

February 12              
Lowe’s W. 11th Store Grand opening 

―Habitat for Humanity‖ day fundraiser. 

Volunteers are needed at the SEHFH kiosk 

at Lowe‘s, we have 2-hour time slots avail-

able . See page 5, for details.  
 

March 12-15            

Spring Home Improvement Show, Lane 

County Fairgrounds. Volunteers are needed 

to man SEHFH‘s booth; we have 2-hour 

time slots available and you can sign up for 

as many as you‘d like. 
 

Volunteer Orientation Schedule 
 

Volunteer orientations will be held on the first 

Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 

SEHFH office. The next two orientations will 

be on Monday, February 2 and Monday, 

March 2. 

― Don Griffin  
Executive Direc-

From the Executive Directorôs Corner 

mailto:oregonnewfs@gmail.com


 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

    builds more than houses- - 

      it builds families, communities and lives. 

WINTER 2009 

Make a change in your 
lifetime by designating 
the Springfield/Eugene 
Habitat for Humanity 
as a beneficiary in your 
will, life insurance pol-
icy, retirement plan, or 
IRA.  
 

Wills are one of the sim-
plest means of planned 
giving to provide a be-

quest to S/E HFH.  
You can consider a 

gift of appreciated prop-
erty and enjoy a tax 
benefit by making a gift 
of property such  as real 
estate, stocks, or bonds.  
 

Consider the advantages 
and talk to your finan-
cial advisor or attorney 
for assistance in setting 
up these possible dona-
tions.  

You can use the above coupon to give to 

Springfield/Eugene Habitat for Humanity 

in many ways. You can make a monthly 

pledge, you can make a one-time gift; or, 

you can pledge $100 to join the ―600 

Club‖ (600 people pledging $100 each to 

help fulfill our mission.) 
 

You can also celebrate a friend‘s or family 

member's birthday or other occasion with 

an alternative gift. Send us a check, the 

name and address of the recipient and they 

will receive a card telling them of your gift 

to us (not the amount). It is a great way to 

recognize someone who has everything 

they need! 

HOW CAN I HELP?   

HABITATIONS  

Help us make it happen! 
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Leave  a Legacy Leave  a Legacy Leave  a Legacy  

 

 

    
     

 
 

  Every gift to Habitat is a testament to the caring and unselfish spirit of Habitat supporters who choose this way to make a  

  difference in the world they live in. Yes, I would like to help Springfield/Eugene Habitat for Humanity build another house! 
 

      ____Here is my pledge of $___________________ per month for ______________months.      
  

      ____Here is my one-time gift of $______________.   
                                                                                               

      ____Here is at least $100 to join the ―600 Club” (600 people pledging $100 each, to help fulfill our mission!) 
 

      ____I would like to make an alternative gift or memorial gift by making a donation to Springfield/Eugene 

              Habitat for Humanity.  Please send a gift card to the following address:  
 

 ____I would like to sign up for electronic funds transfer; please send me information. 
 

 Donate by credit card on-line through our website link, www.sehabitat.org and 100% of your donation comes to us. 
 

 Check here_____if you do not  wish to be thanked publicly (in a newsletter, other publication, etc.) for your donation. This  

 selection applies to all donations unless you authorize otherwise. 
 

      To: Name___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

          Address___________________________________________________________ Zip___________________ 
 

          Holiday/Occasion to be celebrated ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 From: Your Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

              Address ___________________________________________________________Zip ___________________ 
 

           Email Address _____________________________________________ Phone _________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to: S/EHFH. All donations are tax deductible as permitted by law. S/EHFH tithes on all un-

restricted contributions to build homes in Nicaragua, helping end poverty housing around the world. 
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Habitat is excited to begin imple-

menting the board‘s recently 

adopted strategic plan by welcom-

ing Penny Parks as our Ameri-

Corps VISTA member. Penny be-

gan her year of full-time volunteer 

work through VISTA in mid-

November.   
 

Habitats across the county are es-

tablishing re-sale building material 

stores, using the funds raised to 

build more homes for folks in 

need. ―ReStore‖ is Habitat‘s 

branded name for use by affiliates 

and is often termed ―The Store that 

Builds Homes.‖ There are a dozen 

or more ReStores operating in Ore-

gon, providing a sustainable source 

of income for affiliates. 
 

ReStore development is typically a 

two to three year process, so look 

for more details in the coming 

months. The AmeriCorps VISTA 

member will assist in the develop-

ment process through research, 

business plan development, engag-

ing volunteers to help raise funds 

and secure a store location, work-

ing on operations manuals and pro-

cedures, and many other tasks.  
 

AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in 

Service to America) is part of the 

Corporation for National and Com-

munity Service.  It places volun-

teers in myriad non-profits 

throughout the country. VISTA 

began in 1960‘s under the Kennedy 

administration to help reduce pov-

erty by increasing non-profits‘ ca-

pacity to serve those in need with a 

focus on sustainability.   
 

In her first eight weeks with 

SEHFH, Penny states she has, 

―learned an amazing amount about 

HFHI and about SEHFH.‖ With a 

background in the social services 

field, she returned to school and 

completed two AAS degrees in 

June of 2006 (Computer Science, 

User support and Application spe-

cialist). She is a certified College 

Learning and Reading Association 

tutor. While Habitat may be new to 

Penny, VISTA is very familiar; for 

Penny had previously served a year 

in an AmeriCorps/VISTA position 

with LCC‘s service learning pro-

gram, where she worked with a 

variety of student and faculty 

groups to organize service activi-

ties and service related classes at 

LCC.  
 

Penny stated that, ―I grew up in the 

Eugene/Springfield area, Cheshire 

to be exact, in a poverty stricken 

family. We did, however, have 

many advantages that (some) oth-

ers in poverty do not enjoy. Educa-

tion was a family value, as well as 

the love of reading, community 

service and social action. Those of 

us who have survived severe pov-

erty can sometimes learn some 

valuable lessons, or perhaps have a 

spiritual awakening, from the ex-

perience…I no longer desire a lot 

of ‗stuff,‘ people are more impor-

tant to me than things; I have a 

great amount of creativity and re-

sourcefulness, honed by poverty.‖ 

Penny hopes to, ―leave this affiliate 

with a clear vision of the next steps 

to a Grand Opening of a ReStore.‖  

We‘re excited to have her join with 

us in making the vision a reality.   

 

As part of Lowe‘s grand opening celebration of its 

Eugene store at 3595 West 11th Ave, they are making 

available a wonderful fundraiser for Springfield/

Eugene Habitat for Humanity. 
 

All Lowe‘s gift cards purchased at the Eugene Lowe‘s 

on Thursday, February 12, 2009 will be matched dol-

lar-for-dollar (up to $5,000) with Lowe‘s in-store 

credit for Springfield/Eugene Habitat‘s use in provid-

ing decent, safe, and affordable housing for low-

income residents in our community. 
 

Come by Lowe‘s on February 12 from 8 am – 7 pm 

and visit with a Habitat representative, purchase a gift 

card, and say thanks to Lowe‘s for their community 

spirit. 
 

Lowe‘s is a national partner of Habitat for Humanity 

International and is the underwriter for its Women 

Build program. In addition to contributing more than 

$2 million per year, employees from Lowe‘s stores 

volunteer on build sites and host How-To Clinics at 

stores to give volunteers hands-on practice on the ba-

sics of construction. 

Lowe’s – Habitat Gift Card Day  

Set for February 12th 
AmeriCorps VISTA Member Helping  

to Expand Habitatôs Capacity to Serve 

HABITAT VOLUNTEER  

WILL HELP BUILD IN INDIA 
Our affiliate is proud to have another volunteer trav-

eling with Habitat‘s Global Village (GV) to help 

change the face of housing in the world. Sherree 

Colindres, chair person of our Faith Communities 

Committee and recent graduate of Eugene Bible Col-

lege, is preparing for a GV trip in March to Kanyaku-

mari, India. She is one of a team of twelve who will 

be continuing the rebuilding of lives and homes dev-

astated by the tsunami on Christmas day in 2004. 
 

Sherree shares a commitment to the mission and 

goals of Habitat, evidenced by her love and willing-

ness to help others, her joy in building and by educat-

ing others through positive actions and the love of 

Christ. 
 

Sherree is in need of partners to join with her and her 

team to bring hope and homes to the people of Kan-

yakumari. If you would like to take this opportunity 

to partner with Sherree and donate to her trip costs 

($1,780 which includes a $500 donation to Habitat 

India) online donations can be made through Febru-

ary 20th at:  Building Hope and Homes in India  

http://cid-f72ac9b1d0a65724.spaces.live.com/

default.aspx 
 

Additionally donations toward airfare costs (approx 

$1650) and expenses can be made to ―Sherree Colin-

dres‖ and forwarded to our office in Springfield. Join 

us in supporting Sherree and her team to have great 

success in India.  

http://cid-f72ac9b1d0a65724.spaces.live.com/default.aspx


 

 ATTENTION: Albertsons’ Community 

Partner Card Numbers Must be  

Re-Linked by February 28, 2009 
 

The Community Partners Program has been in existence for over 

ten years. During that time we‘ve had many supporters of 

Springfield/Eugene Habitat for Humanity link their Albertsons‘ 

Preferred Savings Card with our Community Partners Program 

card number. In order for Albertsons‘ to update their records, 

they are requiring everyone who has their Preferred card linked 

to a Community Partner number, to re-link them by February 28, 

2009. 
 

The process to re-link our Community Partner number to your 

Albertsons‘ Preferred Savings Card is very easy. 1) go to Albert-

sons‘ web site at www.albertsonscp.com, 2) enter your Preferred 

Savings Card number, 3) enter our Community Partner number, 

49000108872, and you‘re done. For those of you who don‘t have 

access to a computer, you can call our office at 741-1707 and 

ask for Carol, she will re-link your card for you. 
 

For those of you who haven‘t heard about Albertson‘s Commu-

nity Partner Program, it‘s an easy way to help raise money to 

support Springfield/Eugene Habitat for Humanity‘s mission to 

eliminate poverty housing. When you link your Albertsons‘ Pre-

ferred Savings Card to our Community Partner number 

(49000108872), then for every dollar you spend on groceries at 

Albertsons‘, they will donate a percentage of what you spend, 

directly to SEHFH as a cash donation. This is a fantastic pro-

gram and we hope you will clip the coupon below, with our 

Community Partner Program number on it and take it with you 

on your next trip to Albertsons‘ and go to Customer Service and 

they will link our number to your Preferred Savings Card. 
 

If you have any questions, please call the Habitat office. 

 

 

Attention Habitat Donors: Please be 

advised that Springfield/Eugene Habitat 

for Humanity does not share, rent, sell, 

or otherwise give any other organization 

access to our mailing list. 

 ALBERTSONôS COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAM 
To support Springfield/Eugene Habitat for Humanity, 

have our Community Partner I.D. #49000108872, 
added to your Preferred Savings Card.  

Clip this coupon and take it with you! 
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